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MESSAGE FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA VIOLENT DEATH 
REPORTING SYSTEM 

 
Thank you for your interest in the South Carolina Violent Death Reporting System 
(SCVDRS) and this report.  The SCVDRS staff endeavors to provide accurate and timely 
surveillance data to those planning, implementing and evaluating violence prevention 
initiatives.    
 
To aid staff in providing data to you, the violence prevention stakeholder, please remember 
that SCVDRS needs your help: 
 
First, when you or your program uses SCVDRS data, please contact our staff.  For example, if 
data is used in writing a grant or planning an intervention program, SCVDRS would like to 
know.  This information aids SCVDRS in illustrating the value of our surveillance program 
and will influence the way data is analyzed and presented. 
 
Second, please contact SCVDRS with suggestions for improving our data dissemination 
methods.  Would a different type of analysis than currently offered be of value to you?  
Would a different method of presentation or distribution help you meet your needs in a more 
effective way?  If so, please let us know.  Future programming and reports may be changed 
based on stakeholder feedback. 
 
 
Comments may be sent to: 

 
 

Megan Weis, MPH, CHES 
DHEC-DIVP 

1751 Calhoun Street 
 Columbia, SC 29201 

 
or emailed to:  

 
 weisma@dhec.sc.gov

 
 YOU 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Worldwide violence is among the leading causes of death for people aged 15-44 years; as 
such, prevention of violent deaths is a recognized global priority for public health by the 
World Health Organization.  In the United States of America, violence is a large public health 
burden.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), more than 
46,000 Americans dies from violence annually; and of these, more than 60% die by suicide.  
According to South Carolina Vital Records, from 1999-2004 suicide is one of the top five 
causes of death among SC residents aged 10-34 years, and is the third leading cause of death 
of those aged 18-24 years.  Homicide is the second leading cause of death for residents aged 
15-24 years and the third leading cause of death for those aged 25-34 years.    
 
Violence can be prevented through a strategic public health based approached.  By use of a 
tracking system integrating data from multiple data sources, each of which provide a piece of 
the puzzle, a complete picture of who, what, when, where, how, and most importantly why 
violent death is occurring in South Carolina may be created.  With a timely, complete picture 
professionals may effectively plan, implement and evaluate violence prevention programs and 
strategies.  The South Carolina Violent Death Reporting System (SCVDRS) fills this need. 
 
SCVDRS is part of the National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS), a federally 
funded violent death surveillance program administered through the CDC.  In 2002, South 
Carolina became one of the first six states funded.  
 
SCVDRS integrates data from death certificates, coroner reports and law enforcement reports.  
Data from SCVDRS is shared with the CDC to aid in the development of a national database.  
NVDRS and SCVDRS are HIPAA compliant, and all personal identifiers stripped for analysis 
and submission to CDC. 
 
By definition, violent deaths included in SCVDRS are all suicides, homicides, unintentional 
firearm fatalities, legal interventions (not execution), undetermined intent and deaths 
resulting from terrorism.  Deaths for inclusion in the system are identified through death 
certificate ICD-10 codes.   Death certificate information is used to initiate the incident in the 
system.  Additional information from other sources is entered when available.   
 
SCVDRS is an incident based system.  Multiple deaths may be linked as an incident to show 
causal and social relationships.  Incidents may include related deaths that occur during a 24-
hour period (e.g. a suspect kills a victim and then themselves). Analysis by each death is still 
possible.  Resident (residents of SC) and Occurrent (all deaths occurring in SC, regardless of 
the state of residence of the victim) deaths are incorporated.  This allowed analysis by 
residence and what is occurring in SC.   
 
This report represents analysis of the second year of data collected – 2004.  The 2004 
Preliminary Report released in September 2005 classified deaths by the abstractor 
assigned manner of death.  This report uses ICD-10 codes to classify deaths (i.e. suicide, 
homicide, etc…).  Differences in totals are a result of finalizing the abstraction process in 
combination with this classification change. 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
Characteristics of the Year 2004 South Carolina Violent Deaths Reporting System (SCVDRS) 
dataset: 
 
Number of deaths: 
 
908 violent deaths were captured 

 867 (96%) of the deaths occurred within the South Carolina borders 
 41 (4%) deaths of SC residents took place out of the state.  

• Most of the violent deaths of SC residents who died out of state occurred 
in Georgia (7) and North Carolina (18). 

 44 out-of-state residents died in South Carolina from violence. 
• The majority of out of state resident deaths were residents of North 

Carolina (19) and Georgia (9) 
 The 908 deaths are captured in 878 incidents. 

 More than 90% of them consist of only one death. 
• 55.9% -single-victim suicide  
• 34.4% -single-victim homicide  

 The remaining incidents involve more than one violent death as for example: 
Single-victim Homicide/Suicide incident includes two deaths: a person kills 
another person and after that completes a suicide. 

 
Figure 1. Type of Incidents in SC Violent Death Reporting System Database by Type and 
Number of Victims, Year 2004        
 
                            

 

One Victim 
Homicide/Suicide

1.6%Undetermined 
Intent
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SOUTH CAROLINA OCCURRENT VIOLENT DEATHS – YEAR 2004 
 
Overview 
 
In 2004, 867 violent deaths occurred in SC, represented as 837 incidents in the SCVDRS 
database. The state violent death rate is 20.7 per 100,000 persons. (Note: All occurrence rates 
are estimates based on residential population data). The rates are calculated using the 2004 
state population estimates. Selected counties are with total numbers of violent deaths greater 
than 10. Rates calculated with small numbers could be very unstable and should be used with 
caution. 
 
Orangeburg (36.4), Anderson (30.5) and Richland (29.9) Counties have the highest total rates 
of violent deaths. The Orangeburg County violent death rate is almost 80% higher than the 
overall state rate of 20.7 per 100,000 population. The counties with the lowest total rates are 
Edgefield (0.0), Chesterfield (4.6) and Colleton (5.1). A table including rates for all 46 
counties may be found in the Appendix (page 81). 
 
 
Table 1. Violent Death Rates of SC Counties with Rates Higher than the SC Overall Rate 
(20.7), Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
     

COUNTY SUICIDES RATES HOMICIDES RATES TOTAL RATES* 
Orangeburg 11 12.1 21 23.1 33 36.4 

Anderson 30 17.3 22 12.7 53 30.5 

Richland 40 12 52 15.5 100 29.9 

Oconee 12 17.4 7 10.1 19 27.5 

Spartanburg 36 13.6 25 9.5 71 26.9 

Florence 19 14.7 13 10 34 26.2 

Horry 34 15.6 15 6.9 52 23.9 

Charleston 39 11.9 30 9.2 77 23.6 

Greenville 56 14 34 8.5 91 22.7 

Laurens 9 12.8 6 8.5 15 21.4 
South Carolina 488 11.6 327 7.8 867 20.7 

 
 
 

* Total number and rates include the small numbers of unintentional firearm and undetermined deaths 
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Figure 2. Violent Death Rates of SC Counties with Rates Higher than the SC 
Overall Rate (20.7), Year 2004, Occurrence Data  
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* Total numbers and rates include the small number of unintentional firearm and 
undetermined intent incidents. Homicide rates include deaths due to legal intervention. 
 
Data Highlights 
 

• Suicide (488) represents 56.3% of violent deaths in SC.  
  
Figure 3. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Manner, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• Among the 327 (37.7% of violent deaths) homicides, 5 (1.5%) are a result of legal 
intervention by law enforcement officers or other authority.  

 
 
Sex, Race and Ethnicity 
 

• More than 67% of all violent deaths victims are White. 
 
Figure 4. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Race, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• Three of every four violent death victims are Male.  

 
  
Figure 5. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Sex, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• Two percent (2.0%) of all violent death victims are Hispanic.   
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Age, Education and Marital Status 
 

• Persons aged 20-24 years have the highest rate (32.1 per 100,000) of violent death 
in South Carolina.  The most common (modal) age of the victims is 24 years and 
the median 39 years. 

 
Figure 6. Rate of SC Violent Deaths by Age Groups, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• More than 70% of victims aged 25 years and older had completed high school or 

had at least 12 years of education.  
 
 
Figure 7. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Level of Education and Manner, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data       
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• Almost 38% of the violent deaths victims* in SC were married when they died.  
About 40% were never married.  

 
 
Figure 8. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Marital Status and Manner, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data 
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The majority of homicide victims (57.8%) were never married. The percentages were 
calculated among victims of age 15 and older to minimize the effect of age over marital status 
variable. Many suicide victims (45.0%) were married.   
 
 
Time 
 
 

• In 2004, an average of 2 violent deaths per day occurred in SC. October had the 
highest percent of total violent deaths (11.0%), while December had the lowest 
(6.6%). More suicides (10-11%) occurred during the months of March, July, and 
October. High percentage homicides occurred during the months of August and 
September (10.4%). 

 
 
 
 
* including unintentional fatalities due to firearm and undetermined intent deaths. 
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Figure 9. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Month of the Year 2004, Occurrence data 
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• Generally, more violent deaths occurred on Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays. 

Homicides reached their peak (18.8%) on weekends. Many suicides occurred on 
Mondays (16.9%). 

 
 Figure 10. Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Week Day and Manner, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data 
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• A higher proportion of violent deaths occurred during the afternoon hours till 
midnight. Suicides occurred most often between the hours of 8 AM and noon. 
Homicides peaked from 10 PM to 12 AM.   

 
 
       
 
Figure 11. Number of Violent Deaths by Injury Time and Manner*, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data  
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Note: * All violent deaths include the small numbers of unintentional and undetermined. 
 
 
Location 
 

• Most violent deaths occurred in buildings or their close surroundings (75.2%).  
Almost 70% of injuries leading to death occurred on private property.  Most 
suicide victims died at a residence (62.7%), while the highest percent (35.9%) of 
homicide victims died in a Hospital, ER or other medical facility. (Tables 2, 3) 
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Table 2. Number and Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Location of Injury,  
Year 2004, Occurrence Data  
                              

Number Percent
652 75.2

 House, Apartment 603 69.6
 Motel, Hotel 21 2.4
 Jail, Prison, Detention facility 8 0.9
 Hospital, Medical facility 7 0.8
 Office Building 6 0.7
 Abandoned house, building 3 0.4
 Supervised Residential Facility 3 0.4
 High School 1 0.1

125 14.4
 Street, Road 65 7.5
 Motor vehicle 34 3.9
 Parking lot 21 2.4
 Highway, Freeway 5 0.6

50 5.8
 Natural Area(Field, River, etc) 43 5.0
 Park, Playground, Public used area 4 0.5
 Farm 2 0.2
 Industrial or Construction Area 1 0.1

25 1.6
 Bar, Night Club 12 1.4
 Liquor Store 1 0.1
 Bank 1 0.1
 Service Station 4 0.5
 Grocery Store,Retail outlet, other 7 0.8

2 0.2
13 1.5

867 100
 Unknown

 Location of Injury

 Total

 Buildings and Surroundings

 Transportation Utilities

 Outdoor and Outdoor Public Utilities

 Retail and Entertainment

 Other

 
Table 3. Number and Percent of SC Violent Deaths by Manner and Place of Death, 
Year 2004, Occurrence data 
 

 
SUICIDES HOMICIDES UNINTENTIONAL 

FIREARM 
UNDETERMINED 

INTENT TOTAL 

Death Place Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number
Hospital Inpatient 35 7.2 52 15.9 4 23.5 14 40.0 105 

ED / Inpatient 44 9.0 65 20.0 7 41.2 6 17.1 122 
Dead on arrival 17 3.5 19 5.8 0 -- 0 -- 36 

Decedent's Home 306 62.7 93 28.4 5 29.4 8 22.9 412 
Other  86 17.6 97 29.7 1 5.9 7 20.0 191 
Total* 488 100 327 100 17 100 35 100 867 

 
Note: Please, use small numbers and their percentages with caution. 
* Total includes unknown category 
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SUICIDES 
 
Data Highlights 
 

• In 2004, there were 488 completed suicides in South Carolina. This represents an 
average of 1.3 completed suicides per day. 

 
• The South Carolina occurrence death rate for suicide is 11.6 per 100,000 

population.  Oconee County (17.4), Anderson County (17.3) and Horry County 
(15.6) have the highest suicide rates among counties with greater than 10 suicide 
occurrences in Year 2004. (Rates calculated with smaller numbers are highly 
unstable). Allendale (0.0), Edgefield (0.0), and Colleton (2.5) have the lowest rates 
of suicide deaths.  A table including rates for all 46 counties may be found in the 
Appendix (page 81). 

 
 
 
 
Figure 12.  Suicide Rates of SC Counties Where the Rates are Higher Than the Overall 
SC Suicide Rate (11.6), Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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Sex, Race and Ethnicity 
 

• The majority (81.4%) of suicide victims are male.  
 

• White victims have a 3 times higher rate (14.7) of death by suicide than black and 
other victims combined (5.0). White males have the highest rate (24.3 per 
100,000) of suicide deaths compared to other subcategories. Black females have 
the lowest rate (1.9). (Table 5) 

 
 Figure 13. Percent of Suicides in SC by Sex, Year 2004, Occurrence Data           

                             

81.4%

18.7%

Male Female

 
Table 4.  Number, Rate and Percent of SC Suicides by Race and Ethnicity, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data  
 
                                

RACE   Number Rate Percent 
          
 White   425 14.7 87.1 
 Black   62 5.0 12.7 
 Other   1 -- 0.2 
  Asian 1 -- 0.2 
 Total   488 11.6 100 
     

ETHNICITY   Number Rate Percent 
          
 Hispanic   5 - 1.0 
 Non-Hispanic   485 11.9 98.8 
 Unknown   1 -- 0.2 
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Figure 14. Percent of SC Suicides by Race, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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Table 5. Number, Rate and Percent of SC Suicides, by Sex and Race, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data 
 
 RACE        
  White Black & Other Total 
GENDER Number Rate Percent Number Rate Percent Number Rate 
Male 347 24.3 81.7 50 8.1 79.4 397 19.4 
Female 78 5.3 18.4 13 1.9 20.6 91 4.2 
Total 425 14.7 100 63 4.8 100 488 11.6 
 
 
Figure 15. Rate of SC Suicides by Sex and Race, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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Age, Education and Marital Status 
 

• Males aged 75-84 years have the highest rate of suicide deaths (39.7 per 100,000).  
High rates of suicides may also be noted in males aged 45-54 years (30.8 per 
100,000) and males older than 85 years (34.8 per 100,000). (Note: Rates of small 
numbers could be highly unstable.) 

 
Table 6. Number, Rate and Percent of SC Suicides, by Age and Sex, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data 

GENDER Male Female Total 

AGE Number Rate Percent Number Rate Percent Number Rate Percent 
10-14 3 2.0 0.8 1 0.7 1.1 4 1.4 0.8 

15-19  24 16.0 6.1 5 3.5 5.5 29 9.9 5.9 

20-24  35 21.8 8.8 5 3.3 5.5 40 12.8 8.2 

25-34  67 23.6 16.9 10 3.5 11.0 77 13.6 15.8 

35-44  63 21.0 15.9 20 6.4 22.0 83 13.6 17.0 

45-54  88 30.8 22.2 25 8.1 27.5 113 19.0 23.2 

55-64  46 21.4 11.6 17 7.2 18.7 63 14.0 12.9 

65-74  38 29.4 9.6 3 1.9 3.3 41 14.4 8.4 

75-84  27 39.7 6.8 5 4.7 5.5 32 18.3 6.6 

85+  6 34.8 1.5 0 0.0 0.0 6 10.1 1.2 

Total 397 19.4 100 91 4.2 100 488 11.6 100 

 
• Among women, the age group with the highest rate of suicide death is 45-54 years 

(8.1 per 100,000).  
 

Figure 16. Rate of Suicides in SC, by Age and Sex, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• Nineteen (19) suicide victims are aged 17 years and younger. The majority are 

white males (11 or 58%).  
 

• The most common age (mode) of suicide victims in 2004 is 53 years.  
 
 
Table 7. Percent of SC Suicides by Level of Education and Sex, Year 2004, Occurrence 
Data  
 

Suicides Percent Suicides Percent Suicides Percent
Years of Education of SuicideVictims (age 25+) 
 Less than 9 31 9.3 8 10.0 39 9.4
 9-11 55 16.4 12 15.0 67 16.1
12 132 39.4 24 30.0 156 37.6
 More than 12 117 34.9 36 45.0 153 36.9
 Total 335 100 80 100 415 100

TotalMale Female

 
 
 
 

• More than 74% of suicide victims at a minimum completed a high school 
education. About 9% of male suicide victims had less than 9 years of education.  
These percentages were calculated among victims age 25 years and older to 
minimize the effect of age over education. 

 
 
Table 8. Percent of SC Suicides by Marital Status and Sex, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
 

Suicides Percent Suicides Percent Suicides Percent
Marital Status  of Victims of Age 15 and older 
Married 183 46.5 35 38.9 218 45
Never Married 123 31.2 26 28.9 149 30.8
Widowed 19 4.8 9 10.0 28 5.8
Divorced 68 17.3 20 22.2 88 18.2
Unknown 1 0.3 0 -- 1 0.2
Total 394 100 90 100 484 100

TotalMale Female
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Time  
 
 Figure 17. Number of Suicides Compared to The Number of All Violent Deaths in SC, 
by Time of Injury, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• Fewer suicides occurred during the early morning hours of 1-7 AM.  In general, 

more suicides occurred between the hours of 8AM-3PM.  However, given the 
smaller numbers and variable pattern, a specific trend is not identifiable at this 
time. 

•  More suicides occurred on Mondays, Thursdays and Sundays during year 2004. 
  

Figure 18. Percent of SC Suicides by Week Day, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
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• Almost 84% of suicides occurred at buildings and their surroundings.  Close to 
79% were completed on a private property, such as a house or apartment. (Table 9) 

• Nearly 5% of suicide victims completed suicide in a natural area such as a park, 
river or wooded area. (Table 9) 
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• Almost 63% of suicide victims died at their residence, while only 16.2% died at a 
Medical Facility (Inpatient Hospital, Emergency Department). (Table 10) 

 
Table 9.  Percent of SC Suicides by Location of Injury, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 

Number Percent
411 84.2

 House, Apartment 385 78.9
 Motel, Hotel 11 2.3
 Office Building 4 0.8
 Jail, Prison, Detention facility 7 1.4
 Hospital or Medical Facility 3 0.6
 High School 1 0.2

42 8.6
 Street, Road 16 3.3
 Motor vehicle 17 3.5
 Parking lot 8 1.6
 Highway, Freeway 1 0.2

26 5.3
 Natural Area (Field, River, etc) 21 4.3
 Park, Playground, Public used area 2 0.4
 Farm 2 0.4
 Industrial or Constructional Area 1 0.2

5 1.0
 Service Station 2 0.4
 Bank 1 0.2
 Bar, Night Club 1 0.2
 Grocery Store, Retail Outlet, Other 1 0.2

4 0.8
488 100

 Unknown

 Location of Injury

 Total

 Buildings and Surroundings

 Transportation Utilities

 Outdoor and Outdoor Public Utilities

 Retail and Entertainment

 
 
Table 10. Percent of SC Suicides by Place of Death, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
               

Death Place Number Percent
Hospital Inpatient 35 7.2

ED / Inpatient 44 9.0
Dead on arrival 17 3.5

Decedent's Home 306 62.7
Other 86 17.6
Total 488 100

SUICIDES

                   
• “Other” location of death not specified in documents abstracted 
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Mechanism 
en completed suicide most often through the use of firearms (71.5%). Women 

•  by poisoning.  
 

Table 11. Suicide Mechanism by Sex, Year 2004, Occurrence data 

• M
completed suicide through the use of firearms in 52.8% of cases.  
Women were three times more likely than men to complete suicide

 Male Female Total 
ethod of Injury / Weapon Number Percent Number Percent NumbeM r Percent 

Firearm 284 71.5 48 52.8 332 68.0 
Hanging, Strangulation  60 15.1 13 14.3 73 15.0 
Poisoning 34 8.6 25 27.5 59 12.1 
Sharp Instrument 9 2.3 0 -- 9 1.8 

Fall 4 1.0 0 -- 4 0.8 
Drowning 31 0.3 3 .3 4 0.8 

Fire, Flame, Burns 2 0.5 0 0.0 2 0.4 
Motor Vehicle 1 0.3 1 1.1 2 0.4 
Other Unspecified Means 2 0.5 1 1.1 3 0.6 

 
Figure 19. Suicide Mechanism of Males, Year 2004, Occurrence Data   
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Fig ide Mechanism of Females, Yea  2004, Occurrence Data        

                            

ure 20. Suic r

14.3%

27.5%

3.3% 1.1%

52.1%

1.1%

Firearm Hanging, Strangulation 
Poisoning Drowning
Motor Vehicle Other Unspecified Means

            

SC Violent Death Reporting System                                                                            
September 2006 

18



SC Occurrent Violent Deaths -Suicides                                                                  Year 2004  

Circumstances 
 
Of the 488 suicides in the SCVDRS database, 432 (88.5%) have circumstance information 
available at the time of analysis.   
 

• The most common circumstance associated with suicide is depression indicated 
through the variables “victim had a current depressed mood” and a “mental health 
problem with diagnosis of Depression and Bipolar disorder.” About 45% (n=197) 
of the victims had indication of depression (depressed mood or clinical diagnosis 
of depression).  

 
• A change in coding protocol of the variable “victim with current depressed mood” 

re stringent definition during the abstraction process resulted i ase 
valence of indicated depressed mood from the Year 2003 analysis. 

to a mo n a decre
in pre

 
Table 12. Most Common Circumstances in SC Suicides*, Year 2004, Occurrence Data 
 
 SUICIDES 
Circum nsta ces Number Percent* 
Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      163 37.7 
Victim Had a Current Mental Health Problem 149 34.5 
Victim Had Problem(s) With Intimate Partner 122 28.2 
Victim Discl ion to Another Person  osed Suicide Intent 106 24.5 
Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 101 23.4 
Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 97 22.5 
Victim Had Physical Health Problem(s) 94 21.8 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 89 20.6 
Victim Had a History of Attempting Suicide 64 14.8 
Victim Had Alcohol Dependence or Alcohol Problem 57 13.2 
Victim Had Financial Problem 54 12.5 
        Mental Health Diagnosis: Depression 111 25.7 
        Mental Health Diagnosis: Bipolar Disorder 14 3.2 

 
• Of the 163 victims with a “current depressed mood:” 

t a suicide note  
sed their intention to mit suici

 health problem 
of being treated for ntal illnes

) were on treatment for mental illness** 

nical diagnosis of Depression
pted suicide before 

 (64.0%) were on treatment for mental illness**.   

   Notes: *Percents are calculated from all deaths with circumstance information available. 
           * nt. 

- 46 (28.2%) lef
- 51 (31.3%) had a disclo  com de 
- 44 (27.0%) had a
- 67 (41.1%) had a history  me s 
- 65 (40.0%

 
• Of the 111 victims with a cli : 

- 34 (30.6%) had attem
- 71

 
 

   *  This variable does not indicate compliance with treatme
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Table 13. Most Common rence 
Data, Year 2004  
        

 Circumstances Among Male Suicide Victims in SC, Occur

  
 

SUICIDES 
Circum nsta ces of Male Victims' Suicides Number Percent* 
Victim had a Current Dep sre sed Mood      122 35.4 
Victim Had a Current Mental Health Problem 112 32.5 
Victim Had Problem(s) Wi  Ith ntimate Partner 108 31.3 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 91 26.4 
Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  85 24.6 

72 20.9 Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 
Victim Had Physical Health Problem(s) 72 20.9 
Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 68 19.7 
Victim Had Alcohol Dependence or Alcohol Problem 53 15.4 

Victim Had a History of Attempting Suicide 49 14.2 
*Percent of all suicides with known circumstances   
   
 
 
Table 14. Most Common Circumstances Among Female Suicide Victims in SC, 
Occurrence Data, Year 2004 
   
MOST COMMON CIRCUMSTANCES OF SUICIDES WITH FEMALE 
VICTIM             SUICIDES 
Circumstances of Female Victims' Suicides Number Percent* 
Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      41 47.1 
Victim Had a Current Mental Health Problem 37 42.5 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 31 35.6 
Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 29 33.3 
Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 29 33.3 
Victim Had Physical Health Problem(s) 22 25.3 
Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  21 24.1 
Victim Had a History of Attempting Suicide 15 17.2 
Victim Had Problem(s) With Intimate Partner 14 16.1 
*Percent of all suicides with known circumstances   
 
The most common circumstances associated with completed suic
males an

ide ns for 

ely than males (26.4%) to leave a suicide note. 

 of problems with an intimate partner 
). 

differ in proportio
d females: 

 
• Females (35.6%) are more lik

 
• More male victims (31.3%) had a history

then the female victims (16.1%
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Table 15. Most Common Circumstances in Suicides by Age, Year 2004, 
Occurrence Data  
 
Age 17 and Younger SUICIDES 
Most Common Circumstances Number Percent* 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 8 50.0 
Victim had Problem(s) with a Family Member, Friend or others.  5 31.3 
Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      4 25.0 
Victim Had Problem(s) With Intimate Partner 3 18.8 
Victim Had a Current Mental Health Problem 2 12.5 
Victim had a Recent Criminal Legal Problem  2 12.5 
Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  2 12.5 
   
Age 18 TO 24 SUICIDES 
Most Common Circumstances Number Percent* 
Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      17 34.7 

With Intimate Partner 16 Victim Had Problem(s) 32.7 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 16 32.7 
Victim Had a Current Mental Health Problem 14 28.6 
Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 13 26.5 
Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 12 24.5 
Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  11 22.4 
Victim Had Substance Abuse Problem 9 18.4 
   
Age 24 TO 54 SUICIDES 
Most Common Circumstances Number Percent* 

rrent Mental Health Problem 98 Victim Had a Cu 40.0 
Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      95 38.8 
Victim Had Problem(s) With Intimate Partner 92 37.6 
Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  71 29.0 
Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 63 25.7 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 63 25.7 
Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 62 25.3 
Victim Had a History of Attempting Suicide 44 18.0 
Victim Had  Job Problem(s) 41 16.7 
   
Age 55 and Older SUI IDEC S 
Most Common Circumstances Number Percent* 
Victim Had  Physical Health Problem(s) 62 50.8 
Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      47 38.5 
Victim Had a Current Mental Health Problem 35 28.7 
Victim Left a Suicide Note 35 28.7 
Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 24 19.7 
Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 22 18.0 
Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  22 18.0 
Victim Had Financial Problem(s) 17 13.9 

 
* Percents are calculated among the suicides with known circumstances. 
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At various time periods of the lifespan, different circumstances emerge as leading 
the suicide (current depressed mood is a common leading factor for several 

r: 31.3% of victims had “problem with a f  
” 

ctims “had problem(s) with intimate partner.” 
s “had problem(s) with intimate partner.” 

s “had physical he  proble  

terans, Year 2004, O urrence Data 

characteristics of 
age groups): 

• Age 17 years and younge (s) amily
member, friends or others.

• Age 18-24 years: 32.7% of vi
• Age 24-54 years: 37.6% of victim
• Age 55 years and older: 50.8%  of victim alth m(s).

 
 in SC Among VeTable 16. Percent of Suicides cc

 
 White Black & Other Total 
SUICIDES Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Veterans/Armed Forces 110 25.9 16 25.8 126 25.8 
Non-Veterans 313 73.8 47 74.6 360 73.8 
Total** 425 100 63 100 488 100 
 

 
Table 17. M
Year 2

Note: **Total Includes those whose veteran status is unknown. 

ost Common Circumstances in Suicides Among SC Veterans, 
004, Occurrence Data 

 
VETERANS SUICIDES 
Most Common Circumstances Number Percent* 
 Victim had a Current Depressed Mood      32 35.6 
 Victim Had Physic roal Health P blem(s) 28 31.1 
 Victim Left a Suicide Note 27 30.0 
 Victim Had Problem( h Intim rtner s) Wit ate Pa 25 27.8 
 Victim Had a Current al Heal blem 23 25 Ment th Pro .6 
 Victim Disclosed Suicide Intention to Another Person  18 20.0 
 Victim was Currently Receiving Mental Health Treatment 16 17.8 
 Victim Had a History of Treating Mental Illness 16 17.8 
 Victim Had Financial Problem(s) 11 12.2 
 Victim Had Alcohol Dependence or Alcohol Problem 9 10.0 
 Victim Had Job Problem(s) 9 10.0 

 Diagnosis: Depression 18          Mental Health  20.0 
          Mental Health Diagnosis: Bipolar Disorder 2 2.2 

 
*Percents eterans with known circumstances (n=106). 
 
For natio ns includes all persons who were serving at 
the time o in the US Armed Forces. 
 

• S alth pr em at the time of 
de

 
 

 are calculated as proportion of all v

nal coding protocols, the category Vetera
f death or ever had served prior to death 

lightly more than 31% of Veterans had a physical he obl
ath. 
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