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MESSAGE FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA VIOLENT DEATH 
REPORTING SYSTEM 

 
Thank you for your interest in the South Carolina Violent Death Reporting System 
(SCVDRS) and this report.  The SCVDRS staff endeavors to provide accurate and timely 
surveillance data to those planning, implementing and evaluating violence prevention 
initiatives.    
 
To aid staff in providing data to you, the violence prevention stakeholder, please remember 
that SCVDRS needs your help: 
 
First, when you or your program uses SCVDRS data, please contact our staff.  For example, if 
data is used in writing a grant or planning an intervention program, SCVDRS would like to 
know.  This information aids SCVDRS in illustrating the value of our surveillance program 
and will influence the way data is analyzed and presented. 
 
Second, please contact SCVDRS with suggestions for improving our data dissemination 
methods.  Would a different type of analysis than currently offered be of value to you?  
Would a different method of presentation or distribution help you meet your needs in a more 
effective way?  If so, please let us know.  Future programming and reports may be changed 
based on stakeholder feedback. 
 
 
Comments may be sent to: 

 
 

Megan Weis, MPH, CHES 
DHEC-DIVP 

1751 Calhoun Street 
 Columbia, SC 29201 

 
or emailed to:  

 
 weisma@dhec.sc.gov

 
 YOU 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Worldwide violence is among the leading causes of death for people aged 15-44 years; as 
such, prevention of violent deaths is a recognized global priority for public health by the 
World Health Organization.  In the United States of America, violence is a large public health 
burden.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), more than 
46,000 Americans dies from violence annually; and of these, more than 60% die by suicide.  
According to South Carolina Vital Records, from 1999-2004 suicide is one of the top five 
causes of death among SC residents aged 10-34 years, and is the third leading cause of death 
of those aged 18-24 years.  Homicide is the second leading cause of death for residents aged 
15-24 years and the third leading cause of death for those aged 25-34 years.    
 
Violence can be prevented through a strategic public health based approached.  By use of a 
tracking system integrating data from multiple data sources, each of which provide a piece of 
the puzzle, a complete picture of who, what, when, where, how, and most importantly why 
violent death is occurring in South Carolina may be created.  With a timely, complete picture 
professionals may effectively plan, implement and evaluate violence prevention programs and 
strategies.  The South Carolina Violent Death Reporting System (SCVDRS) fills this need. 
 
SCVDRS is part of the National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS), a federally 
funded violent death surveillance program administered through the CDC.  In 2002, South 
Carolina became one of the first six states funded.  
 
SCVDRS integrates data from death certificates, coroner reports and law enforcement reports.  
Data from SCVDRS is shared with the CDC to aid in the development of a national database.  
NVDRS and SCVDRS are HIPAA compliant, and all personal identifiers stripped for analysis 
and submission to CDC. 
By definition, violent deaths included in SCVDRS are all suicides, homicides, unintentional 
firearm fatalities, legal interventions (not execution), undetermined intent and deaths 
resulting from terrorism.  Deaths for inclusion in the system are identified through death 
certificate ICD-10 codes.   Death certificate information is used to initiate the incident in the 
system.  Additional information from other sources is entered when available.   
 
SCVDRS is an incident based system.  Multiple deaths may be linked as an incident to show 
causal and social relationships.  Incidents may include related deaths that occur during a 24-
hour period (e.g. a suspect kills a victim and then themselves). Analysis by each death is still 
possible.  Resident (residents of SC) and Occurrent (all deaths occurring in SC, regardless of 
the state of residence of the victim) deaths are incorporated.  This allowed analysis by 
residence and what is occurring in SC.   
 
This report represents an analysis of the third year of data collected – 2005.  As a 
preliminary report it is released while the abstraction of the data is still in progress. 
Beginning with the 2004 final report, the violent deaths are classified as homicides, 
suicides, unintentional, etc. using ICD-10 codes. However, many records of the 2005 
dataset did not have ICD-10 codes available at the time of the analysis, thus the manner 
of death from the death certificates or CME/LE reports was used instead.                            
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This preliminary 2005 report analyzes only the violent deaths of year 2005 occurred 
within the South Carolina borders and uses the preliminary state population estimates 
for 2005 to calculate the rates.  
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